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The Ribbon of the Thames
Most Honourable Lieutenant Governor Simcoe:

You will note from the frontispiece to our letter that your town has changed since 
your late departure. The vision and values that you planted have taken root and 
grown into a vibrant citizenry. The roads, structures and institutions that you 
imagined have grown and matured. Children play amongst the sites of nature and 
heritage, and an engaging sense of pride lays well upon the community. 

The Forks of the Thames, where you once strode, have grown up. They are 
surrounded by prosperous homes and businesses, schools and churches, and a 
general pleasant humour in the good air of Ontario. You once stood here looking 
west along the joined rivers, and dreamed of a great city. In the event of your return 
you will be proud of the city, but you may not feel the same about the River.  With 
your permission, we hope to change that. 

We enclose herein our humble ideas and thoughts for the repatriation of the Thames 
as a citizen in the highest standing among many. We have spent much time here and 
learned much about London as a city, a community and a landscape. The “Ribbon 
of the Thames”, as we have come to call it, is no doubt an important asset. Yet, there 
is room for improvement. To the good, it is cleaner, safer, and more predictable than 
many rivers we know. To the bad, it should be much cleaner, more natural, more 
accessible to the City’s good citizens. 

We present these ideas to bring a richer life to the People, more importance to the 
River, more diversity and sustainability to Nature, and more economic diversity, 
vibrancy and joy to the City.  We offer these themes to guide your eyes as you review 
our work, and hope they are pleased.

Loyal regards,

Your humblest servants                                        3
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Winter
The city awakens on a bright 
winter day. New snow sparkles 
on the trees, the ice on the river 
glistens. People are getting up, 
starting their day jogging, skating, 
and walking along the Thames. 
The crisp air and natural scene are 
just minutes from home. My day 
starts refreshed and happy.

Spring
New parents, their kids in strollers, 
are out walking on this spring 
afternoon, getting themselves some 
fresh air and exercise, exposing 
young children to sun, sky, leaves, 
birds; ready to get home to prepare 
for homework and family dinner to 
round out the day.

Summer
Workers and shoppers from 
Dundas Street wander away from 
the August sun and into the shady 
grove that surrounds the river.  
Though the air is heavy and still, 
the shade, smells, and view of 
the moving stream offer relief. 
Sometimes getting into nature can 
be so important, and so simple.

Fall
Walking from work to my home 
in Old South, I see a pair of 
Canvasbacks fly over on their route 
south. They follow the river, their 
guide, sustenance and protection. 
The day brisk, the sun getting low, 
it’s time to relax and enjoy home.

A Place for All Seasons
Imagine a Great City united by a ribbon of life, water and nature- a place where 
residents and visitors alike gather to celebrate what it is to live in and experience 
London. The Ribbon of the Thames will be a system that is resilient to a changing 
climate, enabling a rich culture and heritage, activating a healthy community, and 
sustaining the interplay of people and place. We imagine a mingling of parks and 
recreational uses, ecologically sound design solutions, responsive engineering, 
diversified habitats, improved water quality, a range of opportunities for personal 
experiences and gatherings, all tailored precisely to their place along the river and 
their connection into the neighborhoods.

Back to the River is the pivotal step in achieving this Vision.  Our design integrates 
and balances many forces and factors into a cohesive, connected and accessible 
river. Our most important inspiration is to develop places, spaces, venues, 
connections and movements that enable the broadest possible range of personal 
experiences. Each person who experiences The Ribbon of the Thames will do so 
in their own way because of the weather, their mood, their companions, or because 
of the events or activities that they encounter. Then, in today’s digitally-linked 
world, they will tell others about what it means to them. This is today’s foundation of 
community and social cohesion - enjoying shared experiences in the public arena. 

The river will once again become central to life in London, as it was for Lieutenant 
Governor Simcoe and the early settlers.

The Ribbon of the Thames will invite people to experience it in new ways. Our 
proposal will activate the river by adding pathways, places to stop and be alone, 
places to be together with others; serene places of restored nature, places to play 
in the water, places to gather and perform, places to celebrate, to see and be 
seen. The secret to a healthy and active community is in making their public realm 
interesting, satisfying, connected and overlapping. As abstract as these words 
may seem, think about how you will experience our proposal through the seasons 
and ask if your children and grandchildren will enjoy these experiences too. If the 
answer is yes, we are going in the right direction.

The words, images and ideas that you find here are incomplete. We believe that 
design grows through communion with people and place. And while we have   
spent time in the place and experiencing the people, the limited calendar of a 
design competition does not allow the dialogue, the stories and the understanding 
that comes from listening. We have done our best, but in dialogue with you we can 
do better. 

Our Vision
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A lazy fall day at the river in Harris Park.

TheRiver Corridor
This map, the Existing Framework shows both the key opportunities and 
disconnects that Back to the River must overcome. If you look at the grey patterns 
of streets and buildings, you see the tentative relationship of neighborhood to river. 
Only a few early buildings, notably Eldon House, are sited because of the river. 
Built in 1834 for John Harris, the London District Treasurer, his home sits proudly 
overlooking the river, its valley and the horizon. But most buildings throughout 
the city turn their back to the river. In Bridgetown, recurring flooding required the 
protection of a dyke, first built after the flood of 1883. In other areas like Carling’s 
Creek, the Soap Works or London Hydro, the river was a critical source of energy 
for industry. Over time, the maturing city moved away from the river as the 
economy transitioned to more mercantile services less dependent on the river for 
sustenance. Although some industry remains, it is no longer linked to the river or 
railroads. This provides new opportunities for river access, restoration, and infill 
development.

Over time, Londoner’s access to the river has become limited, even within the 
Forks and SOHO.  In fact, only three places exist today where people gain access 
to the river. These conditions are ripe for another layer in the history of the city, 
returning citizens to The Ribbon of the Thames with connections, access to the 
water, water play, restored natural areas and a multitude of active uses.

A Maturing Vision of the City  
London is an old city that has developed through cycles - early settlement 
for defense, river and rail based industries, center of a farming region, hub of 
education, and so on. Since World War II many efforts have been made to bring 
the Thames back to life with improved soil and water conservation upstream, dams, 
bank protections, water quality initiatives and substantial acquisitions of flood prone 
properties, parks and trails within the city boundaries. Back to the River is not new 
at all - it is the logical extension of the progressive but responsible thinking that has 
always characterized the culture and leadership of London.



1
2

3

4

6
7

8

9

21

22
20

20

18
17

16
15

14

1311

12

24 25
26

27

29
28

5

10

31

30

32

33

34

35

36 37

38 39

43

42
41

40

23

R
IC

H
M

O
N

D
 

DUNDAS 

W
ELLIN

G
TO

N
 

STANLEY 

W
O

RTLEY 

R
ID

O
U

T 

W
H

A
R

N
C

LIFFE

Major Historical Road

Historical Railway

Heritage Conservation
District 

Thames River Morphology 

Present Day 

Bridgetown Community Penmans Textile

Sulphur Springs 

1 Dundas Street

Kensington Bridge 

Massie’s Boathouse 

Dennis Wire & Iron Factory 

Middlesex Courthouse 
& Gaol

CN Train Station

Givens House 

Old Westminster Bridge

Coal-Fired Steam Boiler

Streetcar Generators 

Horton Street Bridge 

British Methodist Episcopal Church

Coal Gasification Plant 

Carling Creek 

Hyman Tannery 

Bridgetown Banks 

West London Dyke Road

Macbeth House 

Blackfriars Mill Race 

Blackfriars Grist Mill

Labatt Park  

Eldon House 

Wharncliffe Ford/Bridge

The Ridgeway 

Boat Club Boathouse 

HMCS Prevost 

King Street Bridge 

1990 

1955 

1922

1863

Parke’s Flats

Old Victoria Bridge 

Hunt Mill Race 

Labatt 

Richmond Street Bridge

Traction Line Bridge 

Soap Works 

Front Street 

Western Medical School 

Nurses’  Residence 

War Memorial Children’s Hospital 

London General Hospital 

London Hydro 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

0 200 400
m                                        76                          

Origins and Meanings TheRiver Corridor
Origins and Meanings
Lt. Governor Simcoe came to the Forks after the American Revolution proposing 
to develop and enjoy a great territory between the Great Lakes. After a rebellion 
in 1837, the British built a garrison. Realizing soliders prefer beer over water, local 
farmers found springs on the north and south Branches - where the Carlings and 
Labatts built their breweries. Soon roads and rail expanded from the confluence to 
connect young London in all directions. Industries grew, settlement expanded and 
an important center of Canada emerged. With the addition of hydro power to pump 
the waters at Springbank, the development of rail from Port Stanley, and the coal, 
goods and young entrepreneurs coming from America, London prospered with 
growth, innovation and industry. 

London has since become a city of great lineages that still matter. Strong people, 
-- Beck, Labatt, Carling, Kingsmill, and so many more, built lasting institutions, 
businesses, and infrastructure. Their imprint remains today in the patterns and 
places that we value. Each of them built near and depended on the river for water, 
food, beauty and retreat. As we develop Back to the River into detailed design we 
intend to build on the presence of the many origins and meanings that line the river 
corridor.

This historic view shows how everything clustered around the Forks.

The Blackfriar’s and Old Victoria bridges were purchased from the Wrought Iron 
Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, and immediately united the growing towns into 
one community.
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Beauty of a Nice Walk TheRiver Corridor

The Beauty of a Nice Walk
We took a long walk along the Thames, working our way from above the 
Blackfriars Bridge to below the Old Victoria Hospital site. The Thames touches so 
many important places in London --heritage sites, ecological sites, both charming 
and challenged neighbourhoods, the core of downtown, reminders of an 
industrial past, and quiet, natural places.  Yet we can imagine a richer and even 
more beautiful walk. There are barriers and disconnects, difficult streets, private 
properties, derelict and disorienting places, and just one pleasant pedestrian and 
bicycle place to cross without the danger or presence of vehicles. 

Our proposal for The Ribbon of the Thames focuses on two things. First, we 
propose to improve neighbourhood connections for people and bikes to the river 
while expanding that system itself to create a series of interconnected “loops” 
for movement. Second, over time we propose to systematically make in-channel, 
streambank, riparian, wetland and upland improvements to habitats for wildlife 
health and human enjoyment.

We propose expansion and improvement of the pathway systems, building new 
links where they don’t currently exist, including new bridges at the Forks and 
SOHO. The bridges enable a variety of loops on which people can walk, jog, 
bike, ski or snowshoe. We innately desire to move from place to place, seeking 
high places for oversight, moving from scale to scale in a manner that contributes 
to our sense of safety and wellbeing. Short and long trail loops from home, work, 
or between destinations enable natural walks of varied lengths. This disperses 
people throughout the river corridor, allowing for overlapping social encounters, 
interest and a sense of security. More simply, our proposal is to enable natural 
walks, in natural places. 

We are also proposing three new 10’ wide, multi-use nature loops at Bridgetown 
Banks to get near the water in the forest, at the restored Blackfriar’s Millrace at 
the base of the hill in Harris Park, and at the SOHO Oxbow. Each of these walks 
will become destinations where people and kids can play in the water, look for 
wildlife, insects and birds, and touch nature first hand in restored places.
With these improvements and some active maintenance, The Ribbon of the 

Thames can become active in winter as well. We envision skating below 
the proposed Forks Restaurant and Boathouse, a skating loop in Thames 
Park, sledding on the The Heath in SOHO and grooming of portions of the 
downtown pathway loops for skiing. 
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Restoring Nature

Restoring Nature
We propose a number of ways in which the water quality and natural habitats 
can be improved as part of the project. If we can make nature more healthy 
and sustainable, we will make The Ribbon of the Thames more enjoyable and 
memorable. Our concepts are focused on improving water quality and natural 
habitat within the river and the riparian zone. They will not increase the water 
surface or increase flows. We intend to work with the river’s natural hydraulics, 
scour and sediment transport dynamics to increase oxygenation, infiltrate water 
onto riparian wetlands and terraces, provide additional shade to the water, and 
to do these things in ways that increase public safety and require little new 
maintenance.

TheRiver Corridor

These concepts are based on our long experience with the Thames and a solid 
understanding of the natural processes that determine the river’s form and function.  
We work with the river, not against it.  This creates unique opportunities for 
interpretive programs and experiences that will increase the connection of people 
to their river.
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Everyone’s River

The above maps show a wide array of places, activities and programs that can be developed along the Ribbon of the Thames. It is critical to 
integrate a wide variety of things to do into the loops that will be developed. This will distribute people throughout the many places created, along 
the corridor, increasing social activity and fostering security.

TheRiver CorridorEveryone’s River, All Four Seasons
The City of London and The Thames has great potential to be much more integrated than it is 
today. While the City’s parks, paths, and bridges create physical connections, a cohesive open 
space system establishes the shared meaning and communal experiences that people enjoy and remember-walking, relaxing, having a picnic, playing a game, fishing, 
birdwatching, feeling the wind, smelling the forest, jogging, reading, and so much more. If each person that comes to the river experiences something they value, many 
people will feel, enjoy, share, and value those experiences. This sharing and overlap is at the foundation of building community in our modern, hyper-connected world. 
In spite of all our technologies, people value these personal 
experiences. They want to share them with friends via social 
media. Creating places that matter to people because they 
mean something personal may be the most powerful force in 
community-building today.

The concepts presented are based on our 
long-experience with the Thames and a solid 
understanding of the natural processes that 
determine the river’s form and function.  We work 
with the river, not against it.  This creates unique 
opportunities for interpretive programs and 
experiences that will increase the connection of 
people to their river.

                                       13
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All Four Seasons
Opening up the Thames in Winter will take some management - trail 
clearing, ski path grooming, and ice plowing for skating - but the 
benefits to the spirit and health of the community will be meaningful in 
the long winter.

TheRiver CorridorGrowing from the River
Growing from the River
So many cities have found that their river is a core asset that is no longer central to daily life. Often we feel that 
the river walk takes us along the back of everything - behind houses and industry, behind empty lots. Yet why 
can’t we think of the river as the front of the city, the unifier, the corridor of that brings beauty and value? Can The 
Ribbon of the Thames be a catalyst to carefully considered new investment by making the river a place of health 
and safety, a destination and a part of many daily lives?

There are numerous areas where Back to the River investment will add benefits to existing neighborhoods, 
downtown and to specific redevelopment sites. For Bridgetown, for example, the project offers benefits that will 
increase the quality of life, access and values. For properties on both sides of Ridout Street north, south and 
in downtown, values will increase as more people visit the city center, leading to revitalization of underutilized 
properties and bringing new life along Dundas Street. 

Back to the River will provide opportunities for exemplary civic uses. Specifically, we propose the development of 
a new performing arts center behind Ivey Park overlooking The Forks. This site is perhaps the most iconic in the 
city and deserves a major public destination use. While it is beyond our scope to detail this, we have illustrated 
this suggestion later in this book to evoke your thinking. 
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Theforks

The Forks is the heart and historic center of London. 
So many elements, artifacts and activities that built 
the city happened here, or crossed through here. This 
is the hub of the agricultural domain of the city and 
the nexus of rail, industrial, and mercantile activity. 
But from the beginning, this was also the focus of 
recreation - the original Massie’s Boathouse, the 
Rowing and Bowling Club, fishing, pleasure boating, 
swimming and general water play are all part of 
London’s heritage. 

Our concept works with the natural dynamics of the 
river - its scours and depositions - by formalizing 
the depositional sand bar that has existed for 
decades below the Blackburn Fountain and in front 
of our proposed new Massie’s Boathouse and the 
associated second-floor restaurant. The formalized 
sandbar, The Fish Tail, will be reinforced to make it 
a permanent accessible feature that creates a quiet 
pool in its lee to allow safe, easy paddle access to the 
river for all users. Imagine yourself as a 12 year old 
with your friends and paddleboards spread out on the 
Thames having a day of play in the river!
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Theforks

The most impactful components of our design at the Forks are the Becher Bridge, The Ribbon and Massie’s Boathouse. Yet these are also elements that will take significant 
planning, approvals, and private partnerships to develop. Similarly, the creation of Dundas Place as a pedestrian way will require closing the street and bridge to general 
traffic, something that will require additional planning, engineering, approvals and funding. Our design features a sequence of shade structures leading to the Ribbon, and 
a mosaic of pedestrian paving, lighting and furnishings. This sequence from Ridout to the river is a perfect opportunity for us to collaborate with local artists to add life and 
meaning to the walk. The site above Ivey Park, requires a significant civic building.  Could this be the new site for The Performing Arts Center as shown?

Focus Area: The Forks
You will soon be able to stroll down Dundas Place, past the new Museum Plaza 
with its outdoor dining and events be treated to a totally new experience as you 
stroll on The Ribbon Bridge. You will be projected out over the river, able to feel, 
hear and smell the breeze, the current, birds and sky. To your left is Penman’s 
Perch, an elevated walk that pokes out of the forest. Ahead is a school class 
listening to a naturalist on the Robin’s Nest stair. Below are kids in canoes playing 
in the water at the Ribbon, and on the right are people dining on the terrace at 
Massie’s.

Below The Ribbon is the Cove, a continuously accessible terraced area for events, 
gatherings and relaxing at the river in Ivey Park. Here you are connected into 
the Thames trail with easy access to anywhere along the Ribbon of the Thames. 
Harris Park is now a pleasant walk, just meters to the north. We propose to remove 
the failed gabions, develop a naturalized and soft shoreline that allows safe river 
access, and to develop a play pool for wading. 

Our concept includes the creation of a number of smaller side channels behind 
Harris Park, and through the natural area located opposite the park. These 
channels create safe opportunities for enhanced connections to the river for the 
river. The reactivation of the former Millrace behind Harris Park provides a unique 
opportunity for an interpretive program explaining the history of the site, and for a 
shady walk along this restored heritage feature. 

Our design involves the placement of fill within the floodway, which will be 
balanced with removal of material in other areas such as the new side channels. 
Further, there are several areas where bank improvements will integrate design 
features with stormwater runoff in the form of new rain gardens and vegetated water 
quality terraces. These will serve to cleanse urban waters before they enter the 
river, including the major outfall beneath Dundas Place.

For the reasons detailed above, we propose to develop the terraces of the Forks 
Cove as the Inaugural Project. This will allow for the earliest access to the river, 
the creation of new events and gathering spaces that can be programmed for 
planned activities prior to other elements of the project, and opening up the “front” 
of downtown to the Forks. Note that the terraces will be designed to accommodate 
either river elevation, depending on the disposition of the Springbank Dam.

Technology links us together. People tweet and post their experiences in real time, 
telling others where they are what they’re experiencing. Increasingly, people are 
drawn to specific locations based on WiFi availability. For this reason, WiFi should 
be provided at The Forks to draw people from downtown to the river before work, 
during lunch, and at the end of the day, or for an outdoor work session during the 
week. Furnishings should accommodate the use of digital devices, and could 
include solar charging capabilities.

Theforks
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Theforks Inaugural Project

One cannot easily walk from Harris Park to River Forks Park and across to the Blackburn Fountain. The secret to activating public spaces is triangulation - the ability 
to see from point to point, and to get from point to point. The only way to triangulate the Forks is with the addition of our proposed Becher Bridge across the Main 
Branch of the Thames. With this bridge, its signature mast and stairway (the Robin’s Nest) down to the river, we can instantly activate all sides of the Forks into one 
great central park for London.

Theforks Inaugural Project
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THAMES VALLEY PARKWAY(CONCRETE PAVING)

THE RIBBON (NOT IN PHASE ONE )

ONE DUNDAS COFFEE  AND GELATO

PROTECT EXISTING WATER FEATURES

BIO-FILTER WETLAND AT OUTFALL

CONCRETE STEPS (SAND FINISH)

STONE COBBLE PAVING

ARMORSTONE SEATWALLS

ARMORSTONE RETAINING WALLS

IPE WOOD DECKING

PROTECT EXISTING TREES

PROTECT EXISTING PLAY  STRUCTURES 
(AND ADD NEW PLAY STRUCTURS AND PLAY SURFACE)

SLOPING LAYOUT LAWN TERRACES

ENHANCED NATIVE PLANTED EDGE 

PLAZA WITH PATIO SEATING

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (NOT IN PHASE ONE)

1



                                       2322                          

SOHO Neighbourhood
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We have focused our proposal at the SOHO Neighbourhood on the end of Colborne Street and on the old oxbow meander on the river’s south bank. While the entire 
river edge should be enhanced with new vegetation and a walkway bordering new development, the Colborne Street location offers the most benefit to the overall 
SOHO Neighbourhood while also being a development amenity to the hospital site. Here we have “Victoria’s Lookout”, a plaza for events and gatherings connecting the 
neighborhood to its river. From here you can walk a new ped/bike bridge to Brisk Point, an overlook that gives you one of the most beautiful views of the Thames’ riffles, 
shallows and pools. Or you can descend the stairs or take the ramp down to Soho Landing and paddle your kayak in the stream.

Our design restores natural processes along the banks of the river and re-connects an old oxbow meander channel hydraulically to the main channel. Our research  
shows that sometime between 1878 and 1922 the meander was walled off from the river by a dyke, atop which the path sits today.  The meander today has portions of 
wetland, some standing water and a riparian forest that is in need of management and restoration. We propose to leave the dyke in place but to use culvert or conduit to 
tunnel below the dyke, restoring an active hydrological connection to the meander. This will enhance both water quality and flood storage capacity while also setting off the 
restoration of the rich mosaic of habitats that already exist. 

Connecting the banks of the river and the neighborhoods north and south is the most important urban intervention that we can make. By doing so, people will be able to 
access the Thames pathway from both sides of the river. This allows the area to become an active destination with a variety of pathways, viewpoints, gathering areas, areas 
for play and for environmental education. This site will be perfect for school children in science programs to study and track the restoration of the river banks, learn about 
water quality, river dynamics, geomorphology, riverine habitats and wildlife.

The entire edge of new development on the hospital site should be designed to take advantage of the river as a primary ammenity. A system of places and features 
including trees, pedestrian lighting, sitting areas, viewpoints and furnishings should be complimented by active ground floor uses from Victoria’s Lookout to the Overlook  
at Waterloo Street.

By adding a pair of hills - Brisk Point and The Heath - that give overview, by restoring accessible banks along the existing point bar where the cricket pitch is today, and by 
connecting it all together with multiple paths, boardwalks, sitting terraces, and water quality terraces, this design concept will greatly enhance the experiences people will 
enjoy.  People’s physical connection to the Thames will be elevated as they see, hear and smell things one only experiences at the river’s edge.  But more importantly is 
the enhancement of the emotional connection to the river which will foster lasting memories of events and places each person will carry throughout their lives.

SOHO Neighbourhood
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SOHO Inaugural Project
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SOHO INAUGURAL PROJECT

STONE PAVED PLAZA  FOR SOCIAL EVENTS

POP-JETS W/ NEGETAVE EDGE WATER LENS

PICNIC  GROVE TERRACES

BIOFILTER PLANTING TERRACES

CONCRETE STEPS (SAND FINISH)

STONE COBBLE PAVING AT LANDING

ARMORSTONE  RETAINING SEATWALLS

LAWN TERRACES

NATURAL PEBBLE BEACH

PEDESTRIAN/ BICYCLE BRIDGE

SHADE CANOPY 

MIXED-USE BUILDING W/ GROUND FLOOR CAFE

PATIO GROVE

PICNIC GROVE
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Capital Costs + Phasing
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       Sequencing Capital Costs
HARRIS PARK                      $2,150,000
 Blackfriars Mill Race and Simcoe Sneak 2030
 Harris Habitat Edge    2030
 New Pavilion and Stage   2030
 The Wading Pool    2030
 Fullerton Street Stair Access   2030 
	 The	Riffle	 	 	 	 	 2030

BRIDGETOWN BANKS       
 Enhanced Habitat and Nature Walk  2017  $537,500
 
THE FORKS        
 Inaugural Project    2017  $4,855,000
 Becher Bridge     2020  $6,000,000
 Penman’s Perch    2020  $480,000
 Sitework     2025  $2,650,000
 The Ribbon     2025  $2,000,000
 London Performing Arts Center  2025  $35,000,000
 Massie’s Restaurant and Boathouse  2025  $6,000,000
  
SOHO NEIGHBOURHOOD 
 Inaugural Project    2017  $9,700,000
 Remaining sitework    2025  $4,800,000
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Capital Costs + Phasing
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THE FORKS INAUGURAL PROJECT
   

        

THAMES VALLEY PARKWAY (CONCRETE PAVING)

THE RIBBON ($2,000,000.  NOT IN PHASE ONE )

ONE DUNDAS COFFEE  AND GELATO

PROTECT EXISTING WATER FEATURES

BIO-FILTER WETLAND AT OUTFALL

CONCRETE STEPS (SAND FINISH)

STONE COBBLE PAVING

ARMORSTONE SEATWALLS

ARMORSTONE RETAINING WALLS

IPE WOOD DECKING (OR HIGH-LEVEL COMPOSITE) 
SLOPING ACCESS WALK

PROTECT EXISTING TREES

PROTECT EXISTING PLAY  STRUCTURES 
(AND ADD NEW PLAY STRUCTURES AND PLAY SURFACE)

SLOPING LAYOUT LAWN TERRACES

ENHANCED NATIVE PLANTED EDGE 

EVENTS PLAZA WITH PATIO SEATING

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (NOT IN PHASE ONE)

1

Capital Costs + Phasing

THE FORKS INAUGURAL PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION
Contractor General Conditions    $ 250,000 

Mobilization/demobilization     $ 150,000 

Tree protection      $   25,000 

Utilities/Civil Works       $ 500,000 

Erosion control/River edge     $ 100,000 

Stripping and grading       $ 150,000 

Armor stone retaining walls       $ 371,250 

Armor stone seatwalls        $  42,000 

Concrete	terraces,	sand	finished	 		 		$	235,200	

Concrete	stairs,	sand	finished			 	 		$	382,725	

Metal railings        $ 100,000 

Concrete curbs       $  50,000 

Concrete walkways        $   67,410 

Stone cobble paving       $ 239,680 

Wood decking      $ 282,480 

Lighting        $ 350,000 

Grade, loam and sod       $ 100,000 

Irrigation                    $ 300,000 

Planting         $ 119,840 

Playground fall surface     $ 130,540 

Equipment and furnishings      $ 100,000 

Signage/Wayfinding	 		 	 	 		$			75,000	

Landscape Maintenance- 2 years    $ 100,000 

Subtotal      $4,221,125 

Contingency (15%)      $  633,169

Total      $4,854,294

ASSUMPTIONS
1.   No allowance has been made for any professional fees, permits or any  
     other regulatory approvals. 
2.		Assume	all	fill	and	topsoil	is	to	be	imported.
3.  All costs based on 2015 Calgary Market Pricing.
4.  This estimate is only for the area shown as the ‘Inaugural Project  
     Limit of Work.’
5.  Snow removal not included within the maintenance budget.
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Capital Costs + Phasing

SOHO NEIGHBOURHOOD 
 

     Sequencing Capital Costs
Inaugural Project   2017  
 
 Pedestrian/ Bicycle Bridge   $ 4,250,000
 Bridge railings     $    240,000
 Sitework     $ 3,640,000
 Site Lighting     $    300,000
	 Signage/	Wayfinding	 	 	 	 $						30,000
 15% Contingency    $ 1,270,000
         
 Inaugural Project Total   $ 9,700,000 

 Remaining Sitework 2025   $ 4,800,000
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