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The Thames River Valley is the most prominent geomorphic feature 
in the City with the confluence of two branches into a third at the 
Forks. A Canadian Heritage River, it makes outstanding contributions 
to cultural heritage, natural heritage and recreation. Its shorelines 
have been occupied by the First Nations for 11,000 years and 
provided settlement to Europeans since the 17th century. Sulfur 
springs discovered nearby became one of the first attractions that 
lured others from outside the region, and robust financial, cultural, 
and educational institutions followed. Past, present, or future, the 
Thames plays a central role in defining the social, cultural, civic, and 
economic possibilities for London’s residents, workers and visitors.

The City is experiencing a confluence of planning opportunities 
that will catalyze transformational changes in the fabric of London: 
Smart Moves multi-modal transit and mobility master plan; The 
London Plan’s vision for future growth in Downtown and the 
Thames corridor; Shift: Moving London Forward’s detailed plan 
for locating rapid transit; and the Dundas Place strategy to re-
connect Downtown and the Thames. Never has there been a more 
opportune time to come Back to the River.

But there is untapped potential, and significant issues that need 
to be addressed. Flooding is a big problem and must inform every 
strategy for renewal. Water quality is of equal import, it has a 
significant effect on the ecologies that can thrive in the corridor, 
and the social/recreational uses that can be supported. Today, 
transportation, utility, and flood infrastructure is single-purpose and 
negatively impacts quality of life. Adjacent urban fabric peters out 
toward the river, is disconnected, is inaccessible, and fails to link 
people to the Thames.

THE BRIEF 
 

CONFLUENCE
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OPPORTUNITY SITES 

TOPOGRAPHIC FLOOD PLAIN 

PARKING LOTS 

REGULATORY FLOOD LINE
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DISCONNECTED CITY & RIVER AMPLIFY RIVER ACCESS & SYSTEMS RECONNECT THE CITY
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CONNECT 
AMPLIFY 
INTENSIFY

INTENSIFY THE PRESENCE 
& IMPACT OF THE THAMES

Back to the River must re-embrace the Thames as the social and 
environmental lifeblood of the City. It must re-knit the urban fabric 
of the city to the river, and use the river itself—and the revitalized 
open spaces along it—as catalysts for urban regeneration within 
Downtown, SoHo, and nearby neighbourhoods.

CONNECT the urban fabric in more and better ways to the river 
corridor, allowing for prominent viewsheds and pedestrian access 
to the river and easier navigation along it. Allow for new connections 
back to the adjacent neighbourhoods and Downtown to draw 
people in, give the river a greater presence, and sustain London’s 
heritage.

AMPLIFY the existing, intrinsic qualities of the water course, 
natural environments and parkland, building on the Carolinian and 
Great Lakes-St Lawrence ecotypes in ways that ensure the long-
term environmental sustainability of the valley and the functional, 
cultural and recreational benefits it provides. Create a richer set of 
experiences, a richer set of distinct places along the river.

INTENSIFY moments of interconnection and place, so that the 
celebratory and civic aspects of the Forks support more diverse 
kinds of social activity that overflow from Dundas Place to the 
riverfront. Engage emerging neighbourhoods around the Forks and 
SoHo with placemaking to create more vibrant public spaces on the 
valley rim, connected to the parks and riparian valley trails. 

Make the Thames River Valley more of what it already is—a more 
compelling and beautiful, a more socially and environmentally rich, a 
more diverse and interactive river corridor that brings new life to the 
city around it. 
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CIVIC Intensify the uses where Dundas Street meets the River with 
four seasons programming of a new  civic terrace that embraces 
Museum London, the shoreline at the Forks and Harris Park. Create 
a new iconic pedestrian connection across all three branches of the 
Thames at the Forks and from SoHo to Watson Park.

SOCIAL/CULTURAL Protect heritage buildings, facilitate all season 
use, enable use by all abilities; interpret First Nations, European 
settlement and industrialization during London’s growth

ECONOMIC Encourage the redevelopment of mixed use, transit 
oriented, sustainable land uses in the neighbourhoods abutting the 
River and on brownfield sites along the corridor including:
the LaFarge lands; Downtown, Hydro London lands and Soho 
Neighbourhood

An enriched FOREST CITY. An intensified RIVER CITY. 
An economically energized LONDON.

FOREST CITY
RIVER CITY
LONDON
Given the sensitivity of the river environment, and the very real 
challenges of flood mitigation, we do not propose a complete 
revamp of the river valley and park system, or of the gridded urban 
fabric around it. Rather, we propose a strategy that builds on the 
characteristics of the natural and social environments that exist 
today. 

ENVIRONMENTAL Enhance Carolinian plant communities with a 
biologically diverse landscape restoration of woodlands, wetlands 
and meadows. Build the diversity and sustainability of the urban 
forest.

HYDROLOGIC Expand flood capacity wherever possible. Recognize 
that the North Branch and South Branch have differing hydrologic 
characteristics and use science as the basis for informing where to 
implement aquatic and terrestrial restoration strategies.

RECREATIONAL Interconnect the neighbourhoods to the tableland 
trails system with new access points, promontories and bridges 
that visually punctuate and span the valley. Use the multi-use 
trails system to thread together the network of valleyland parks, 
natural greenspaces, river’s edge access and passive recreational 
amenities.

URBANISTIC Untie the knot of transportation infrastructure by 
replacing the Queens Avenue bridge with a multi-modal bridge 
supporting vehicles, transit (LRT or BRT) and separated cycling 
facilities that have capacity to support London’s transportation 
needs into 2035. 
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FOREST CITY. RIVER CITY. LONDON 
 

THE PLAN
GREAT LAWN

LILY POND

HARRIS PARK OVERLOOK

AMPHITHEATRE

DUNDAS PLACE

IVEY PARK

BEACH

KAYAK LAUNCH

SOHO PLAZA

WETLAND

SOHO HILL

SOHO ECO-DISTRICT

LABATT’S BREWERY / DISTILLERY DISTRICT

DOWNTOWN EXPANSION
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CIVIC & CELEBRATORY

HYPER-ENVIRONMENTAL

POOLS & PLAY
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Like many North American Rivers, the Thames is strongly affected 
by flooding related to urbanization and agricultural development 
upstream. Flooding affects both branches of the river, but is acute in 
The Forks area where the two branches join flows as they form the 
main branch. Here flooding has driven the construction of extensive 
flood control works, including a flood wall and dyke system that 
extends from The Forks along the west bank of the North Branch. 
Similarly, parks and many properties along the South Branch of the 
Thames reside in the floodplain and are affected directly by periodic 
inundation and indirectly by the development limitations imposed by 
flood protection standards in force.
 
Flood management strategies differ along the branches. On the 
North Branch, the presence of the West London Dyke and the 
relatively narrow floodway nearby require an optimized conveyance 
strategy that moves floodwaters through this area as efficiently 
as possible. On the smaller South Branch, the lower volume of 
flow, greater channel sinuosity, and broader floodplain argue for a 
different strategy of floodwater storage and delay of the flood peak.
 
Hybrid floodwalls that integrate trails and flood resilient planting, 
soft landscape berms and intermittently flooded water basins, new 
integrated and flood-resilient development strategies for the Hydro/
Brewery sites, more upland infiltration zones, new channel cuts in 
Watson Park for flood storage—all contribute to a better quality 
environment and reduce flood impacts. Combined with floodwater 
management at the Fanshawe Dam and ongoing improvements in 
agricultural and urban stormwater drainage, these have the potential 
to reduce the frequency and intensity of flooding while creating 
important recreational and ecological amenities in the city.

A BETTER 
FUNCTIONING 
RIVER

MODIFIED EXISTING WALL

STEPPED HABITAT FLOOD WALL

SLOPED HABITAT FLOOD WALL
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The revitalized and expanded parks and trail systems are generated 
from a simple system of connective threads and place-making 
pods. The idea is to create a series of systematic elements that 
establish consistency and a coherent identity, while allowing for a 
wide range of diversity in the nature and character of each of the 
pieces. In many important ways, the system is flexible and allows for 
adjustment and modifications according to public input, technical 
considerations, and political and budgetary priorities throughout the 
planning and design processes.

Threads create linear connections, whether social, recreational, 
hydrologic, or ecological. Threads include paths and bikeways, 
boardwalks and cross-country skiing trails, aerial zip lines, stepped 
terraces for sitting and viewing, new water courses that slow river 
flows, integrated flood berms and planted flood walls, and linear 
plantings of trees that provide both structure and habitat.

Pods create specific places, and again include social, recreational, 
hydrologic, and ecological variations. Pods include plazas and 
play areas, event lawns for large festivals, amphitheater gathering 
spaces, skating rinks and splash pools, sledding hills and kite-flying 
lawns, cleansing wetlands and habitat nests, lily ponds and flood 
pools, gardens and groves.

Importantly, the system of threads and pods intensifies and de-
intensifies as it moves through the Thames Valley, asserting itself 
more exuberantly in denuded places and in spaces where more 
explicit social activities will be encouraged, and giving way to 
existing plantings and recently revitalized park spaces where a 
lighter touch is best.

A SIMPLE SYSTEM 
 

RICH & DIVERSE 
PLACES & 
DESTINATIONS

BOARDWALK

WATER RILL

PATH WITH TREES

ZIPLINE

LIGHTS
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MARKET FAIR FILMS IN THE PARK

PLAZA FOREST HABITAT

COMMUNITY POOL

EVENT PAVILION

ICESKATING

PUBLIC AMPHITHEATRE
URBAN BEACH

PLAYGROUND

LILY POND

FOUNTAIN PLAY

BOTANICAL GARDENS

HABITAT POND

REFLECTING POOL

TERRACED PARK

LABYRINTH

MICRO HABITAT

INTERACTIVE INSTALLATION
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Harris Park and the entire western edge of Downtown are transformed 
into a celebratory and signature riverfront park, the new heart of 
social, civic, and environmental life in the city of London. The North 
Fork, from the confluence to Oxford Street, is principally given to 
intensified and more explicit civic spaces that attract people to the 
river, with the river’s edge doubling as floodplain to convey and move 
occasional floodwaters safely and directly. Grassy slopes provide 
recreational space for walking, sitting, and playing, yet will not impede 
water when needed. A sculpted amphitheatre provides seating for 
summer performances and winter refuge, and can readily handle 
spring’s higher waters. Turf grasses and spring meadow flowers 
emerge from under winter’s snowy blanket, providing a year-round 
gathering place, while lily ponds, meadow pods, and forest groves 
establish new habitat gardens. Multiple new pathways and trails are 
threaded through the floodplain park, allowing for elevated and safe 
park access during low flood stages of the river. In all these ways, 
Harris is transformed into a true Downtown riverfront park, integrated 
with an expanded Museum London landscape, nearby heritage 
and park areas, easier slopes and access along Dundas Place, and 
improved ecological habitat and flood control.

Better connections to and through Downtown are critical, starting 
with the pedestrianization of Dundas Place as a new celebratory 
plaza that unites city and river. Public investments in open space, 
infrastructure, and flood mitigation will create new value for nearby 
vacant and underutilized properties by attracting new audiences, new 
residents, visitors, and workers to the revitalized city. The portion of 
the new park north of the Queen’s Avenue bridge, including improved 
connections to Dundas, will be the Inaugural Project.

THE FORKS 
 

A NEW 
DOWNTOWN 
RIVERFRONT
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THE FORKS 
 

THE PLAN

LILY POND

HARRIS PARK OVERLOOK

GREAT LAWN

EXPANDED TRAIL NETWORK

RIVERSIDE DECK

AMPHITHEATRE

MUSEUM LONDON

SPLASH PAD

DUNDAS PLACE

THE WALTER J. BLACKBURN MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN

FORKS BRIDGE

IVEY PARK

NEW QUEENS AVENUE BRIDGE
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IVEY PARK BRIDGE / VIEW TO FOUNTAIN

HARRIS PARK OVERLOOK / 
VIEW TO INAUGURAL PROJECT

DUNDAS PLACE TO RIVER
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THE FORKS 
 

CONFLUENCE 
OF RIVER & CITY
The circular pedestrian bridge unites the three banks of the river, the 
structure is a modern interpretation of the trusses on the Blackfriars 
Bridge. Its form draws people together, in peace, in ceremony 
and for civic celebration; its interaction with the river is focused 
on connection, renewal and restoration. (It could be said to be a 
contemporary interpretation of the First Nations’ inaugural treaty 
creating a confederacy of native people and the Great Peace in the 
region; from this came the concept of One Dish, One Spoon—the 
principle of uniting in a circle to listen to the Peacemaker.) The 
restoration of the riparian landscapes along the river improve 
water’s edge habitats as well as providing a setting for expanded 
promenades and places to touch the water, and more explicit social 
accommodation. 

Dundas Place embraces Museum London and Ivey Park. The 
extension of this ‘flexible street’ and expanded / regraded parkland 
allows the museum to expand its current offerings, The River 
Room Restaurant and the Rino Lounge, into the park. Locations for 
seasonal, mobile food services animates the civic terrace at the new 
pedestrian bridge.

The economic focus in the Downtown faces mixed use residential 
buildings on the east side of Ridout with complementary ground-
floor retailing spilling connections to the river parks. Institutional 
and cultural uses could complement this where possible, while all 
heritage buildings are retained in situ. Views to the river remain open 
from the street, and a new ‘round-the-clock life is created in a re-
energized Downtown riverfront. 

WET BASIN

LILY POND

GREAT LAWN
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Situated upon “tablelands”, much of SoHo looks onto the South 
Branch of the Thames Valley and provides a powerful experiential 
opportunity to link urbanism to the dynamic and complex role of 
river function in this part of the corridor. Most prominent are the 
Old Victoria Hospital Lands, which present a vital junction between 
the river corridor and the SoHo neighbourhood, and Watson Park 
across the river, an old landfill site yearning for restoration and 
reconnection.

Building upon the language of The Forks, threaded pathways and 
plantings extend the trail system along the river and into the heart of 
both the Hospital site and Watson Park. The Park landscape draws 
upon the trajectory of the original river oxbow and creates a new 
riparian corridor of flood resiliency, recreational opportunities, and 
amplified experiences of nature. This language also translates into a 
strong incursion of public realm into the heart of the Hospital Lands, 
which helps to reveal the formal landscape of the Valley within the 
orderly urban block structure of the neighbourhood. The new central 
open space feature in the community is bound by heritage buildings 
and a mixed use commercial village centre. From here, the proposed 
circular bridge spanning the river will provide a powerful statement 
of integration between urbanism and nature within Central London 
while providing magnificent vistas to the River Valley and City 
downstream.

SoHo is reborn through the Hospital Lands regeneration and its 
recreational and environmental counterpoint across the South 
Fork. Real estate models emphasize a balanced approach to park 
creation, flood sustainability and development, as way to rethink 
contemporary city building within and along a diverse floodplain.

SOHO Neighbourhood 
 

SOHO & 
WATSON PARK
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SOHO Neighbourhood 
 

THE PLAN

SOHO PLAZA

SOHO LAWN

SPLASH PAD

EVENT LAWN

SOHO HILL

LILY POND

KAYAK LAUNCH

WETLAND PARK

ICE SKATING TRACKS

SOHO BRIDGES

TERRACED MINIPARK

ENVIRONMENTAL INSTALLATION
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VIEW FROM HOSPITAL PLAZA / 
INAUGURAL PROJECT

SOHO BRIDGE. VIEW TO WATSON PARK

KAYAKERS ON THE SOUTH FORK
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Watson Park is re-imagined as a 21st-century environmental 
park, built from landfill wastes and excavations in the floodplain. 
New water elements and topography mould the landscape into 
renewed hydrological systems and much needed neighbourhood 
and regional activities. The landscape creates new habitat and 
restoration areas, supported by slow water channels, boardwalks, 
cross-country trails and wetland pools. Earthworks support flood 
capacity while also creating inclined landscapes for people to look 
out over the Valley and to engage in an array of eco-recreation 
activities (cross-country skiing, sledding, kayaking, kite-flying, and 
aerial zip lines. New and improved connections neighbourhods to 
the south and west are made at Grand Avenue and Watson Street, 
and a new elevated connection from Trevithan Street overcomes 
the difficulties of river access from the neighbourhoods on the bluff.

Here are opportunities to amplify and intensify culture and nature, 
in synergy at the water’s edge. Willows, silver maples, hackberry 
and black cherry trees provide a cool canopy along the slopes from 
wet edge to higher ground. Riverside thickets of red osier dogwood 
slow the water, allowing infiltration and reserve for dry summers, 
yet provide a splash of colour in winter. Marsh marigolds pop up at 
water’s edge in spring, heralding the passers by to stop and breathe 
along the boardwalk. Shorebirds wade in the shallows and tadpoles 
transform to frogs where children explore spring’s vernal pools. 

The South Fork capitalizes on natural systems: ecological 
processes that include sediment trapping, water holding and 
storage, and biofiltration – all built into cleansing wetlands, wet 
meadows and mineral marshes that together improve water quality 
and counter-act the effects of existing hard surfaces.

SOHO Neighbourhood 
 

HYPER-
ENVIRONMENTAL

INAUGURAL PROJECT: HOSPITAL PLAZA

WETLAND POOLS

WET FOREST
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London’s bridges serve as important river crossings, but are not as 
coherent as they could be. Historic bridges are functional but have 
modest character, a smaller scale, and often allow for views to river 
when crossing. More recent bridges are heavier, higher, scaled to 
and serve vehicular traffic only, and deny the experience of crossing. 
Many of the bridges’ piers are low and tight to the river, creating 
constrained passage along the river or denying it altogether.

We propose three new bridges to help resolve urban scale transit 
challenges and expand full multi-modal mobility. Two new circular 
modified Fink Truss bridges for pedestrians and bicycles are to 
be located at the Forks, creating a celebratory space centred on 
Blackburn Fountain, and between the SoHo banks redevelopment 
and Watson Park. A new long-span bridge replaces the existing 
Queens Avenue and Kensington Bridges to the north of the current 
spans and the existing heritage buildings on Ridout Street; it 
accommodates vehicles, BRT, bicycles, pedestrians, and planting. 
The contemporary bridges will be of good proportions and a high 
level of transparency to allow for the enhancement of views to and 
experience of the river.

Lighting techniques are vital to this new river experience. By 
highlighting the architecture of the bridges and bringing the 
structural details to life with a consistent palette of light, people can 
appreciate these structures even more along their evening walks. 
Interaction of light reflections from the water will create a dynamic 
atmosphere and focus attention back to the river.

CITY OF 
BRIDGES
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BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE

KING BRIDGE NEW RELOCATED QUEENS AVENUE MULTI-MODAL BRIDGE

NEW PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE x2

CN NORTH BRIDGE

RICHMOND BRIDGE

CN SOUTH BRIDGE
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The existing Kensington and Queens Avenue bridges crowd the 
Forks, diminishing the civic value of this important confluence. The 
inspiration to reimagine Dundas Place as a flexible street will permit 
only limited vehicular traffic at the Museum, but is only one part of 
a larger strategy to extend the City’s placemaking to the River and 
to celebrate the Forks. Untying the Knot recalibrates transportation 
infrastructure to the river experience. 
 
In the near future, the proposed Forks Bridge can replace 
Kensington’s function as the primary pedestrian and cycling 
connection to the heritage neighbourhoods on the river banks: 
Downtown; Wortley Village; and Blackfriars/Petersville. It becomes 
the iconic visual marker at the confluence of the Thames. 
 
Soon the Queens Avenue Bridge will not have adequate width to 
support the growing demands of vehicular, pedestrian and transit 
capacity, sure to follow from population and job growth. A new 
Queens Avenue Bridge, aligned north of the existing structures, is 
designed to support vehicular, rapid transit, cycling and pedestrian 
uses. The new alignment preserves the historic buildings on Ridout 
and reconnects Museum London to the river. The new bridge 
reduces the number of support structures in the valley that constrict 
the flood flow.
 
The realignment of the bridge also unlocks development potential 
along Ridout Street, creating higher value development sites that 
have views and a relationship with both the Thames Valley and 
the Downtown. The historic buildings maintain their unrestricted 
relationship with the valley.

UNTYING THE 
KNOT 1. EXISTING 

3. REMOVE KENSINGTON BRIDGE

5. REMOVE EXISTING QUEENS AVENUE BRIDGE, EXTEND PARKLAND TO DUNDAS

2, ADD NEW FORKS BRIDGE

4. ADD NEW QUEENS AVENUE BRIDGE
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Cities across North America that invest in creating vibrant, well-
programmed, memorable, and authentic places—that have a 
coherence and clarity to the experience of their city—are able 
to create a quality of life needed to compete for worker talent, 
residential populations, students, and investors. For London, 
the Thames and its intensified river parks, as well as four distinct 
regeneration areas, will provide that draw, increasing London’s 
competitiveness, creating value, and expanding the tax base.

LaFarge Yards. An edgy, funky district of converted industrial 
warehouses, new live-work spaces, and student housing: a creative 
class / maker’s district that is less high-value real estate, more an 
effort to foster a creative economy.

Downtown and Riverfront. A memorable and revitalized urban 
waterfront; a new quality-of-life urban centre with an accessible 
river, clarity of connections and park edges, new residential close to 
downtown offices, an energized area that generates retail demand. 

London Hydro / Labatt Brewery District. Redevelopment and 
re-purposing of a piece of London’s cultural heritage into a food, 
beverage, and entertainment district, with housing, to attract 
new millennials and to provide a hub of activity for locals, visitors, 
and students; fine grain block pattern with vibrant alleyways and 
integrated flood resilient open spaces.

Old Victoria Hospital Site. An extension of the SoHo 
neighbourhood street grid and ecologically minded residential uses, 
with improved river access along the south edge, and an intrusion 
of open space into a small neighbourhood square with retail 

ECONOMICS OF 
PLACEMAKING

a. Take a bike-share across campus 
to class

b. Study with fellow students at the 
University maker space

c. Grab a late-night beer with friends 
downtown

d. Hop on the BRT to head home

a. Visit  the historic Labatt Brewery and 
enjoy the public art on the museum lawn

b. Take a scenic stroll along the River Walk
c. Visit Museum London and eat a picnic 

lunch in Ivey Park
d. Walk across Forks Bridge to cheer on the 

London Majors

a. Take an early morning bike ride through 
the eco-park

b. Launch your kayak at river’s edge and 
paddle along the river

c. Ride the BRT downtown to work
d. Enjoy a riverside dinner with friends along 

Dundas Place

a. Walk along the green streets of 
downtown to work

b. Enjoy the outdoors by taking an 
early lunch at Dundas Place

c. After work, visit the food festival at 
Victoria Park

d. Catch a late show at the Harris Park 
amphitheatre before heading home
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COSTS
Estimates of public realm capital costs except for the detail provided 
for The Forks and SoHo Inaugural Projects and bridges are generally 
based on the intensity and type of landscape development.

Ann Street, Carfeae, Richard Harris and Chelsea Green Parks are 
primarily investments in low intensity ecological restoration. The 
second level of investment intensity involves ecological restoration 
and trail infrastructure. This includes; the Former Carling Brewery 
and London Hydro redevelopment sites, Wellington Valley, The 
Forks and Thames Parks. The final level of investment includes 
ecological restoration, trails program and park enhancements to 
create central civic spaces. The examples of these are Harris and 
Watson Street Parks as well as Phase 2 improvements of the SOHO 
neighbourhood redevelopment and Harris Park.

The cost estimates include two pedestrian bridges that are integral 
to the Forks and SoHo projects. The proposed new Queens Avenue 
vehicular bridge and the removal of Kensington Bridge are long 
term transportation infrastructure projects part of other mobility 
projects.

The catalog of connective and placemaking elements allows the 
implementation to be scalable, flexible and responsive to funding 
opportunities. The City in partnerships with senior levels of 
government, the Upper Thames Valley Conservation Authority, BIA 
and the London Foundation can realize the vision incrementally as 
funding becomes available.

The Forks Inaugural Project is $4.7M
The SoHo Inaugural Project is $4.2M
The overall 20 year vision is $95M including two pedestrian bridges

RIVER CORRIDOR CAPITAL COSTS (Public Realm)

FORMER CARLING BREWERY REDEVELOPMENT SITE 30,000      m2 80 $2,400,000
ANN STREET PARK 4,000        m2 30 $120,000
THE FORKS PARKS (Barron Riverside and River Forks) 50,000      m2 80 $4,000,000
Trail Bridge 1 $8,000,000

FORKS INAUGURAL PROJECT (Phase 1 Harris Park) 30,000      m2 150 $4,700,000
HARRIS PARK (Phase 2) 40,000      m2 200 $8,000,000
THAMES PARK 70,000      m2 80 $5,600,000
LONDON HYDRO REDEVELOPMENT SITE 200,000    m2 100 $20,000,000
CARFRAE PARK 20,000      m2 30 $600,000
RICHARD HARRIS PARK 35,000      m2 30 $1,050,000

SoHo INAUGURAL PROJECT (Phase 1) 25,000      m2 200 $4,200,000
SoHo (Phase 2) 15,000      m2 150 $2,250,000
Trail bridge 1 $8,000,000
WATSON STREET PARK 150,000    m2 150 $22,500,000
WELLINGTON VALLEY 35,000      m2 80 $2,800,000
CHELSEA GREEN PARK 30,000      m2 30 $900,000

Total Estimate $95,120,000
QUANTITY UNIT PRICE ($) AMOUNT ($)

THE FORKS INAUGURAL PROJECT 

1.0 SHORELINE WATERCOURSE ENHANCEMENTS 
Shoreline naturalization 6000 m2 25.00 $150,000
Wet basin 6000 m2 40.00 $240,000

$390,000
2.0 FLOODWAY ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENTS

Habitat pond 1,000 m2 250.00 $250,000
Improved access/ decks, promentories 200 m2 300.00 $60,000

$310,000
3.0 PARKLAND AND PEDESTRIAN ENHANCEMENT/BEAUTIFICATION

Multi-use trails 900 lin.m 180.00 $162,000
Multi-functional recreation/picnic space 12000 m2 70.00 $840,000
Public Art/Feature/Sun-shade Shelter 100 m2 450.00 $45,000
Flood resistant boardwalk (3m) 300 lin.m 2,500.00 $750,000
Site lighting 900 m2 400.00 $360,000
Habitat enhancement 15000 m2 30.00 $450,000

$2,607,000
4.0 EVENT SPACE AND CIRCULATION IMPROVEMENTS

Great lawn 1,200 m2 200.00 $240,000
Main trail spine 300 lin.m 360.00 $108,000
Site lighting 300 m2 400.00 $120,000

$468,000
5.0 LONDON MUSEUM/DUNDAS STREET GATEWAY

Civic terrace 1,000 m2 350.00 $350,000
Public art gateway 100 m2 450.00 $45,000
Flood resistant boardwalk (3m) 100 lin.m. 3,000.00 $300,000
River edge access improvements 50 m2 300.00 $15,000

$710,000

6.0 FORKS CONFLUENCE PARKS IMPROVEMENTS
Habitat enhancement 1,300 m2 30.00 $39,000
Site lighting 600 m2 100.00 $60,000
Multi-use trails 600 m2 180.00 $108,000

$207,000
35,950

FORKS INAUGURAL PROJECT TOTAL $4,692,000
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The Plan is designed to be comprehensive and 
bold, the vision is one that is expected to be 
implemented over a 20 year horizon.The two 
inaugural projects are the detailed development 
strategies for two key spaces in the The Forks and 
SoHo Neighbourhood. The phasing strategy has 
been designed to propose catalyst projects on 
public lands for the first phase, that will catalyze 
private investment. The subsequent phases build 
on these initial investments to improve ecological 
resiliancy and build connectivity across the river. 
The phasing both acts as a catalyst and recognizes 
that critical infrastructure improvements like 
the new Queen’s Street Bridge will be pivotal 
to reconnecting the City to the River. The plan 
is structured to be responsive and flexible to 
emerging city building opportunities.

IMPLEMENTATION

PHASE 1-1b (1-3 years)
Forks Inaugural Project
Soho Inaugural Project

PHASE 3 (10-15 years)
Hydro London Riverfront
Carfrae Park Enhancement
Ecological Enhancement: Downtown Riverfront

PHASE 2 (3-10 years)
Forks Parks and Pedestrian Bridge
SoHo Neighbourhood Pedestrian Bridge
Wellington Valley Enhancement
Watson Park Ecological Restoration
Richard Harris Park Enhancement

PHASE 4 (15-20 years)
New Queens Avenue Bridge
Harris Park + Forks Ecological Enhancements 
Carling Brewery Redevelopment
Ann Street Park Enhancement
Thames Park Enhancement
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