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“As cartographers chart the path of the Thames, they have unwittingly codified the river’s edges based on observed measurements 
at a fixed point in time. These measurements, plotted on largescale maps, create an illusion that the edges of the Thames are fixed. 

In reality, like all rivers, the Thames’ edges change as they expand and contract in response to changing weather and seasons. Have 
we not seen the Thames’ retreating edges during summer’s dry spell? Or experienced its swelling during spring run-off? From day 

to day the edges of the Thames change. It makes us wonder which edges are the more real: the exposed limestone and clay verges 
during droughts, or the soggy land along overflowed banks during floods? However much the elastic shifts in the river banks have 

been tamed by dams, the Thames’ edges remain actively transient, and continue to tease the observant by covering lands and 
revealing the river bottom.”

- Lynne Delehanty DiStefano (Professor of Architectural Conservation, Chief Curator of Museum London, 1989-1996)



g-Radiant City  RFP #01-2015 Back to the River

1

APPROACH & OBJECTIVES

“The Thames River supports environmental and economic vitality, tourism, 
and local and regional recreation initiatives.  Through history, the river valley 
and the associated tributaries, have also served as a corridor for stormwater 
and sanitary infrastructure.  Balancing these often competing demands is 
required to ensure the long-term environmental sustainability of London’s 
river valley system and the functional, cultural, and recreational benefits it 
continues to provide.”

       - London Plan, 2015

Imagination is at the root of all change. Our team has been committed to working in an 
integrated environment – offering expertise in the full complement of contemporary 
landscape architectural practice, encompassing urban and landscape design, water resources 
engineering, ecology, cultural landscape heritage, lighting design, and social sustainability – 
to establish for public urban spaces that enrich visitor experience and positively contribute 
to the surrounding community.

Our goal is to create spaces which balance environmental and city building objectives and 

which redefine and challenge the way that these objectives are carried out. 

The Back-to-the-River Design Competition represents a unique opportunity for ecology, 
culture and recreation to influence and activate the civic realm, renewing the connection 
between the City of London and the Thames River. In g-Radiant City, we have sought, 
through both large-scale interventions and focus-area design plans, to promote the creation 
of new and vital public spaces. We have proposed a framework from which future growth can 
benefit, where our Inaugural Projects become powerful catalysts for the revitalization of the 
City of London and the Thames River – demonstrating the power of localized interventions 
to generate territorial scale change. 

We are inspired by the poetics of the Thames River and the complex demands of visionary 
city-building, including circulation, access, scale and safety. We have designed for dynamic 
and fluid spaces, where urban revival and complex ecologies flow together in a stream of 
spatial continuity. We have imagined year-round destination landscapes using innovative 
materials and strategies to foster comfort and enjoyment, even in the most extreme 
environmental conditions. In this mission, stakeholders spanning multiple communities have 
been considered, including the arts and culture community, the architectural and design 
community, the sports and recreation community, the commerce community, community 
leagues and more. 

MAP OF THAMES RIVER, LONDON, ON, 1840-1841
DESIGN APPROACH
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A landscape is both a setting and a historical record. This is especially true for London, with 
its rich and layered cultural heritage. This heritage and the ever changing story of the river 
has inspired us to create a diverse and dynamic plan that draws on key influential elements 
and characteristics that have shaped both the river and the city through time. Both the Forks 
of the Thames and Soho have distinctive characters, established by the recurring use of 
building materials, forms and details in the architectural and urban fabric. 

Recognizing that cities must balance growth and change with rootedness in their cultural 
and historic assets, the vocabulary of forms and palette of materials introduced in our design 
both references and expands upon this rich existing fabric. Elements that have been lost, 
such as the dense forest of pine and sycamore at the Forks or the river islands of Harris Park, 
and elements that are fleeting, such as the rush of the spring floods, have been celebrated and 
reimagined in a contemporary context.

We have experienced in this process a synergy between ecological and design fluency 
that provides a rich ecological design that incorporates natural heritage planning. Our 
proposal necessarily responds to the floodplain characteristics of the Thames River, as well 
as the hydrological forces that continually manipulate its shape and form. We have also 
understood that rivers offer a degree of orientation that has been lost in everyday life, and 
have therefore also appropriated the means to insert a more sustainable way of life that 

many of the continent’s larger cities have already adopted from Holland and Denmark. 
Through our efforts, the Thames River corridor in the City of London will become a new 
kind of metropole that integrates city and shoreline, park and nature, land and water to offer 
a rhythmic wave of movement as one passes along the rich gradients of the Thames River 
Corridor. 

Our proposal is designed to bring great life and animation to the river, in rich and diverse 
ways. Our approach has taken to heart American landscape theorist Elizabeth Meyer’s 
admonition that “sustainable landscape design must do more than function or perform 
ecologically; it must perform socially and culturally . . . Nature is not out there, but in here, 
interwoven into the human urban condition.” 

We truly believe that the London Community Foundation - as the sponsor of this 
competition - views current research as offering a new paradigm to landscape architecture 
as the inspiration for this very aesthetic challenge. Moreover, under the tutelage of Urban 
Strategies, the prime motivation is very much the creation of a model to be implemented 
with the expertise present in southwestern Ontario. 

DUNDAS STREET FOREST CLEARING, 1840 ISLAND CONDITION AT HARRIS PARK, 1842 SOHO NEIGHBOURHOOD FLOODING, 1937
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FEATURE COLOURS

WATER STRATEGY
A CLEAN, FUNCTIONING RIVER

Connection through disconnection.

By dealing with storm water where it falls, 
the relationship between city and river is 
strengthened and made clear.

g-RADIANT CITY

The Thames River is in constant flux – a source of hydrological energy which acts on its river 
channel, changing its shape and form. 

Prior to being named the Thames, the river was referred to by precisely this formal quality: 
French fur traders named it La Tranche, or The Trench. These patterns may be referred to 
more accurately as dendritic, meaning that it “pertains to a tree.” Another name given to 
the Thames River, by the Odawa and Ojibwa First Nations peoples, is the Askunessippi, or 
Antler River – a reference to its forked form, as well as the antler as a historically important 
resource within the watershed. 

g-Radiant City absorbs the multiple, layered histories and identities of the Thames River to 
reinterpret the shoreline as a complex system of channels, basins and terraces, synthesizing 
strategies for flood resilience, storm water absorption, habitat enhancement and the 
creation of a place for people next to, and on top of the water. As of 2009, the Thames River 
Watershed had already been cleared of 85-90% of its natural vegetation due to a mix of 
urbanization, agriculture and industry. As the central conceptual framework, the antler is 
a powerful symbolic and formal driver that integrates the varied expertise on our team. As 
a symbol, it also represents the means by which the watershed is to be restored in situ to a 

healthier state. Although our river corridor concept is to address only five kilometers in the 
scope of this competition, our “antlered” approach reaches from the river deep into the city 
along gradients of green and blue infrastructure and hyper-functional mobility networks to 
catalyze territorial scale change. 

Water Strategy Basic to the understanding of drainage patterns is that they are formed by 
water flow in a drainage basin, defined by the topographic region from which a stream 
receives runoff, through surface and groundwater flow. The Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment’s (MOE) 2003 “Storm Water Management Planning and Design Manual” 
describes the combination of best-management-practices (BMPs) applied in succession along 
the storm water flow path in order to ensure: groundwater and base flow characteristics 
are preserved; water quality is protected; the watercourse will not undergo undesirable 
geomorphic change; no increase will occur in flooding damage and potential; and, an 
appropriate diversity of aquatic life and opportunities for human uses will be maintained. 
This holistic approach represents a potential catalytic effect over the entire 273 km length of 
the Thames River, handling more than 5,800 square kilometers of water (more than 5x the 
size of Lake St Clair) that make up the drainage basin.

Working with the existing topography and overtaking 13% of surface parking lots that will 
be phased out in accordance with increased in BRT and cyclist transportation, our water 

RIVER CORRIDOR CONCEPT

RIVER CITY
g-

R
ad
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nt
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ECOLOGICAL STRATEGY
A CLEAN, FUNCTIONING RIVER GRADIENTS & EDGES

Redefining the edge.

By pulling river elements through the city, 
the boundary between urban and natural is 
blurred, causing one to rethink and rediscover 
the relationship between city and river.

SOCIAL STRATEGY
ATTRACTORS & CONNECTIONS

Gradients of interaction.

New opportunities to interact with the 
Thames are presented along the vectors of 
city streets, beginning where the city’s grid is 
interrupted by the river and flowing into the 
city itself, moving from wet to dry, river to city.

management strategy mobilizes BMPs to create a new system of storm water 
reservoirs, rain gardens and streetscape swales, designed to absorb and treat 
surface storm water. Our design is able to provide control for 153 hectares 
of highly impervious land-use (the city core) and is expected to reduce storm 
volumes by 30-100%, which is greater than or equivalent to the control 
provided by over eight average storm water management ponds. This will 
reduce peak flows by at least 30% and is expected to reduce storm water 
volumes during extreme events by 30%. All together, this will significantly 
reduce the number and volume of Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) 
to the Thames River, which will significantly improve water quality in the 
Watershed. 

Ecological Strategy Our green strategy builds on the network of spaces created 
by the water strategy, and creates new green reaches into city, while at the 
same time strengthening the role of the river itself as a corridor. Six primary 
corridors – Dundas, Queens and Dufferin at the Forks, and Wellington, 
Waterloo and Colborne in Soho – will form the main connections, to 
become places where the boundaries between wet and dry, natural and urban 
are blurred and redefined. These corridors will be supported by a secondary 
network of greenspaces as rain gardens and swales that will run through the 

right-of-way. Within the Thames River Corridor itself, our goal is to create a diverse range 
of spaces that increase flood storage, improve and create new habitat, and actively work to 
clean the river water. Restoration of the river will be accomplished in tandem with projects 
on shore, and will result in the creation of over 73,000 m2 of new riparian habitat, 6,075 m 
of naturally stabilized and rehabilitated shoreline, and the creation of nearly 25,000 m2 of 
new braided river channels and wetlands along the river’s edge. 

Social Strategy Our social strategy is based on creating a gradient of connections between 
the river and the city. The London street grid is extended over the river, its intersection 
generating the slight soft angle prevalent throughout the architectural and landscape features 
proposed. Using this soft angle, the design creates a path and perspective rich in variation, 
views and experience along the river. Road lines are extended as pedestrian walkways and 
lookouts into the river corridor, stretching out beyond the treed slopes to create a visual 
connection to the river, even from deep within the city. Additionally, the six proposed blue-
green corridors perform the dual role of urban streetscapes and natural system corridors. 
The streets selected were identified as those necessary to create a robust transit, bicycle and 
pedestrian network capable of moving people of all ages and abilities safely and comfortable 
along the river and into the downtown core. The conversion of Dundas Street into Dundas 
Place exemplifies this approach, uniting public spaces, raingardens, pedestrians and cyclists 
onto a shared street that extends from the heart of the city over and across the river.
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2:38 PM

Other common names: meadowsweet, 
bittersweet
Family: Bedstraw Family (Rubiaceae)
Distinctive features: Shrub; Wetland shrub. 
Flowers:  Showy, Fragrant, Good Cut
Leaves: Dark green (7-9 leaflets each) are 
hairy and whitish beneath
Height: 3.00 to 6.00 feet
Fruit/Seeds: Dark, in a globular luster 

200m

BELVEDERE 
ON THE 

DYKE

The Belvedere on the Dyke sits atop the West London 
Dyke in the City of London, Ontario. 

The West London Dyke is 2374 metres long, running 
along the west bank of the North Thames River from 
Oxford Street to the Forks of the Thames, and then along 
the west bank of the main Thames River to the west side 
of the Wharncliffe Road Bridge. The Belvedere is 
connected to the Regional River Run Trail and offers 
prime views of Harris Park and Downtown London. 

Mineral thicket swamp communities provide 
suitable low-maintenance systems in this 
area. Target ecological communities would 
include: 

Button Bush Mineral Thicket Swamp 
(SWT2-4)
Red-osier Dogwood Mineral Thicket Swamp 
(SWT2-5)
Meadowsweet Mineral Thicket Swamp 
(SWT2-6)

Cephalanthus occidentalis
Other common names: Common Buttonbush, 
Eastern Buttonbush, Honeyballs
Family: Bedstraw Family (Rubiaceae)
Distinctive features: Shrub; Wetland shrub. 
Flowers: Summer;  White;  4 parts (petals)
Leaves: Opposite/Whorled, Simple, Entire;  
Opposite or in whorls of three.
Height: 3 m (9 ft)
Fruit/Seeds: Dark, in a globular luster 

Mineral Swamp Thicket

Filipendula ulmaria

THE FORKS
MAIN MENU MAIN MENU

HISTORY & HERITAGE

HOW TO GET HERE

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

+
+

+ FAUNA +

FLORA -

-ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS-DESCRIPTION

SAND BRIDGE

SAND BRIDGE PINE FOREST

COLBORNE COMMONS SOHO ARTPLACE

BELVEDERE 
ON THE 

DYKE

DUNDAS PLACE

SOHO RIVERLOOK RIVER RUN

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

An innovative mobile application allows residents and visitors to navigate, document and 
interact with the history, geography and dynamism of the Thames River.

LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

River channels (natural and constructed), edges and armature become driving elements of 
the design, repeated along the length of the Thames River Corridor Plan. 

Thames River App interface. Wayfinding icons along the Thames Corridor.

CHANNELS 

Whereas the river channel typically contains a single stream 
of water, some rivers flow as multiple interconnecting 
streams of water, producing a braided river. Historic images 
of London reveal small islands among braided streams along 
the length of the Thames River. This hydrological feature 
is one of the driving metaphors behind g-Radiant City, 
drawing new flow channels along the river’s edge and deep 
into the streets of London.

EDGES 

The Thames River is in constant flux – a hydrological state 
that is neither wet nor dry, but always shifting. g-Radiant 
City inscribes a functioning edge condition where a new 
braided shoreline permits overflow between a complex 
network of channels, basins and terraces, thereby creating a 
continuous edge condition, synthesizing strategies for flood 
resilience, storm water absorption, habitat enhancement 
and the creation of a place for people next to the water. 

ARMATURE 

Along the Thames, the London street grid terminates at 
the Thames Valley. Harnessing these terminus points as 
opportunities, we create a set of strong visual corridors 
along these urban axes – using lookouts, terraced walkways 
and functional streetscapes to connect the city and the river. 
These linear connections stitch together the city and the river 
corridor, and also connect our Focus Areas with cardinally-
oriented boardwalks that adopt the principal city street grid.
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THE HEART FLOWS ATTRACTORS ARMATURE EDGES
SAND BRIDGE WATER MANAGEMENT PLACES TO BE BUILDING CONNECTIONS HYDROLOGICAL GRADIENTS 

5 MIN WALK 

10 MIN WALK 

AREA DESIGN

In 1793, Lieutenant Governor John Simcoe selected the terminus of Dundas Street at the 
Forks of the Thames as the location of the future capital of Upper Canada. Though the capital 
never materialized, the Forks has still come to form a defining landscape within the City of 
London and southern Ontario, one that references the Antler and the Trench, agriculture, 
industry, ecology, military and political strategy. 

The design of the Forks is based on a goal of bringing life and animation to the river, an 
objective that is achieved through two main design moves – that of allowing the river to play 
a greater role in shaping the city and that of the city beginning to influence the form of the 
river and the open spaces that surround it. In order to achieve this, the two varying street 
grids that can be found on the east and the west sides of the Thames have been extended and 
projected into Harris Park. These lines of influence, which generate the slight, soft angles 
prevalent throughout the design, manifest in the landscape and architecture as boardwalks, 
pathways and lookouts. They serve to bind the design together, while also providing a datum 
to register the fluid, shifting landscape that flows beneath, around and through them. 

The influence of the river on the urban landscape can be seen in the design for Harris Park, 
which alludes to the history of the site as a river island. The new water channel along the 

eastern edge of the park draws water in from the north and carries it along a varied channel 
that shifts between a defined and a natural edge. This channel has been designed to be a 
diverse space that passively cleans the water that flows through it, generates and supports 
a wide range of habitats, and actively encourages recreation in the form of paddling in the 
summer and skating in the winter.

The influence of the river is also seen in the designs of Queens Avenue and Kensington 
Bridges, which take on new roles as destinations and nodes in contrast to their current roles 
of moving people and vehicles quickly through the Forks. Queens Avenue Bridge is altered 
by adding a grafted set of antlered pedestrian bridges that connect to the river’s edge at 
Harris Park and to the new ‘Belvedere’ atop the West London Dykpe.  

Kensington Bridge, which is the focus of this project, takes on a drastically different role 
in the Forks and becomes the inaugural project for this 20 year plan. The conversion of 
Kensington Bridge into an entirely pedestrian space, anchored by a unique urban beach 
cantilevered over the Thames River, acts as a catalyst for the rest of the plan, with all future 
phases building off of the foundation that it sets.

FOCUS AREA: THE FORKS
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Sand Bridge

Antlered
Bridge Dundas Place

Ridout 
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SHORELINE GRADIENT

A new braided edge at Harris Park provides a continuous, fluid 
shoreline that absorbs and cleanses the river and invites new life. An 
antlered bridge connects to Queens Ave.
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HARRIS PARK AMPHITHEATER

The amphitheater and lookout at Dufferin Ave. amplifies the existing 
‘natural amphitheater’ condition to allow for a greater capacity of 
seating and comfort by carefully stepping down to the park. 

DUFFERIN AVE. ENTRANCE

The Dufferin Lookout is an aggregate of three pavilions to service 
Harris Park and the amphitheater while promoting commercial 
interest and activity along Dufferin and Ridout.
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Sequenced Lookouts Tell The Story of the Thames River.

Sunning Belvedere on the Dyke Offers Views of Harris Park.

BEACH SPAN

The Sand Bridge urban beach on Kensington Bridge 
will come to define what it means to be at the Forks. 
Cantilevered over the Thames River, the beach will 
create an unparalled space where the boundaries 
between the built and natural landscapes are blurred 
and redefined. 



12



g-Radiant City  RFP #01-2015 Back to the River

13

EXISTING CONDITION STRUCTURAL BUILD-OUT SAND BRIDGE
KENSINGTON BRIDGE A NEW ARMATURE AT THE FORKS A DESTINATION LANDSCAPE ON THE RIVER

INAUGURAL PROJECT

Our proposal at the Forks is largely defined by the immediate environments and history that 
surround Kensington Bridge. In particular, the idea for an urban beach was inspired by the 
site’s history of bathing, health and recreation, as it was the location of the Ontario White 
Sulphur Springs Spa between 1868 and 1906. 

The new pine groves that will grow at either end of the ‘Sand Bridge’ are remenicient of 
the landscape that would have been encountered by Simcoe as he travelled the Thames and 
landed at the Forks, and the trajectories and alignments of the new boardwalks and plaza 
spaces, which serve to connect people to, from and along the Thames, are influenced by the 
historic development patterns and varied street grids of the city.

The Inaugural Project at the Forks benefits greatly from its setting above the Thames River 
and creates the illusion of a floating island on the Kensington Bridge. In contrast to other 
comparable precedents, such as Murinsel – an amphitheatre project by artist Vito Acconci 
– which similarly creates a floating platform in the middle a river, the transformation of 
Kensington Bridge is made unique by its innate integration into the urban fabric and the 
associated urban catchment area. 

More similar to this proposal are HTO Park and Sugar Beach in Toronto that were among the 
first to catalyze the Waterfront, by introducing the immensely popular setting of the urban 
beach. Another is Paris-Plages, which, while only temporary, has already propagated to 
multiple locations along the Seine River with a similar palette. 

The existing 1930’s Kensington Bridge will become a pedestrian-cyclist only recreation 
platform and passageway as the ‘Sand Bridge’. New railings will allow for welcome breezes 
to activate the triangular ‘Butterfly Wing Canopies’, and will offer unparalled views from the 
middle of the river. 

The landings where the bridge touches down become the transition zones that connect the 
river to the city along a gradient that moves from urban plaza to beach. Structurally, the 
existing bridge will be reinforced along its trusses and piers to accommodate its new uses. 
New beams running east-west will carry the load of the sand on steel struts. Each beam 
will act as a pivot point for the new struts, with the downward force of people and sand 
providing an upward lift on the bottom chord of the existing truss. 

This innovative design will work to alleviate additional structural loads that are added by the 
new bridge extensions. The sand itself will rest within a lightweight concrete deck and flow 
freely around the historic trusses of Kensington Bridge.

INAUGURAL PROJECT: THE FORKS
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Sand Bridge
Butterfly Wing Canopies
Pine Forest
Concrete Slab Boardwalk
Beach Grass & Dogwood Planting
North-South Promenade
Antlered Bridge 
River Run Trail
BRT Route 
Dundas Landing

Pavilions
Dundas Lookout
6m Clearance Route on Driveable Turf 
Riverside Landing & Fountain
Rubber Play Surface
Museum London Meadow & Gardens
Braided River Edge
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Overflow Dry River Bed
Mineral Thicket Swamp
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SAND BRIDGE. Dashed Area Indicates Complete Inaugural 
Project+ at the Forks.

Extent of Inaugural Project at the Forks.
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High  Water Mark Light Installation.

WINTERTIDE

(Above) From beneath the bridge a blanket of light 
emerges, marking the high water lines that are present 
during annual spring flooding. This installation gives 
visitors a sense of the dynamic and massive forces that 
shape the Thames River. (Right) The Sand Bridge in the 
winter offers a unique vantage point and experience of 
the river when forces of a frozen nature take over. 
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THE HEART FLOWS ATTRACTORS ARMATURE EDGES
COLBORNE COMMONS WATER MANAGEMENT PLACES TO BE BUILDING CONNECTIONS HYDROLOGICAL GRADIENTS 

5 MIN WALK 

10 MIN WALK 

AREA DESIGN

The design of the former Victoria Hospital lands and the surrounding neighbourhood in 
Soho is rooted in the idea of connection through disconnection. By pursuing a low impact 
development model for the site that treats stormwater where it falls, the site disconnects 
from the storm water sewer network and begins to positively influence, and therefore 
re-connect with, the natural water system of the Thames. Anticipating the connection to 
a future BRT route along Wellington Street, and in line with the low impact development 
model, we have created a pedestrian oriented green and blue street that places a priority on 
creating space for rangardens and natural spaces. The design of this street would be in kind 
with the proposed treatment of Dundas Street at the Forks. The development model set at 
Soho would act as an example for all future develoments in the city to follow.

As with the Forks, our reference to Radiant City (Le Corbusier’s utopian dream) plays 
to the site’s linearity. We have recognized South Street as the primary East-West road in 
the neighbourhood, and developed it as an enhanced tree-lined pedestrian “South Street 
Promenade”, utilizing the existing boulevards to implement walkways, landscaping, tree 
planting and site furnishings. Parallel to this, the desired “Riverfront Promenade” takes 
form in the ‘East-West Promenade’, a boardwalk that creates a strong visual and ultimately 
physical connection to the Forks. Hovering over the steep embankment, it is developed as 

a shared-use zone that provides access to both private development as well as the Thames 
Valley Corridor. As with the Forks, we have created crisscrossing visual corridors that set the 
basis for an expanded vocabulary in Soho for the same linear (built) elements – consisting 
of boardwalks, lookouts, and terraced walkways – that bring one to and out over the river 
as well as into the fabric of the city. In doing so, our proposal preserves and enhances the 
natural heritage of the existing vegetation within the Thames Valley Corridor while at the 
same time creating new ways to move through and beyond the river’s edge.

Colborne Street and the Colborne Building of the Old Victoria Hospital are developed 
together into the desired north-south axis that leads across the Thames Valley Corridor 
into Watson Street Park. The desired “Four Corners” at South Street and Colborne Street 
becomes ‘Colborne Commons’, recognized as the important cross-roads, both historically 
and in the proposed distribution of building and landscape elements. To maintain and create 
public views of the Thames, the proposed buildings step away from the river in accordance 
with policies of the Thames Valley Corridor Plan. The Colborne Building becomes the 
anchor for the Inaugural Project at Soho as a landscape that mimics the elevated sand beach 
proposed for the Kensington Bridge in the Forks. Here, the ‘beach’ takes on the form of 
a reflecting pool, deck and art pavilion that together mirror sky and frame a picturesque 
opening to the Thames below. This beach, like its sibling, is also adorned with a unique 
canopy above.

FOCUS AREA: SOHO NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Rain/Water Feature.

COLBORNE COMMONS

The reinvention of the Colborne building in Soho will 
act as a catalyst for the redevelopment of the former 
hospital lands. Artists studios and residences will bring 
life to the building and an urban market will spill out 
into the new plaza space. At the southern end of the 
plaza, a rain/water feature and open air pavilion invite 
residents and visitors to the river’s edge. 



20
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COLBORNE COMMONS & RIVERLOOK
BRINGING SOHO TO THE RIVER

Colborne Commons and the 
Riverlook create a procession to 
the river, where the experience 
of going to the river is not only 
about the river corridor, but also 
about the journey of how one 
arrives there. 

INAUGURAL PROJECT

The Inaugural Project in Soho is based in and around the historic Colborne building. The 
design includes a new plaza that we have called ‘Colborne Commons’, a water feature in the 
form of a large reflecting pool, the Colborne Building itself, converted into artist studios, 
and a cantilevered deck over the Thames that we have called ‘Riverlook’.

The Colborne Building, built in 1899, was formerly a wing of the Main Victoria Hospital 
Building and was previously the Paying Patients’ Pavilion and Children’s Hospital. It has been 
assigned a Priority 1 listing, indicating that it is one of London’s most important heritage 
structures to be preserved because, in the words of a press release from the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario, “We like to look at things in a cultural landscape . . . not just (as) 
single buildings. We like to look at it as what it means to us, to our story and to our city’s 
history.” 

The development of new, innovative architecture with heritage buildings will create 
“tremendous synergy” as is quoted John Fleming, London’s Chief Planner. Our proposal 
seeks to accomplish this by integrating new structures, open spaces and landscapes with 
the Colborne building that will play host to a variety of commercial and civic activities. 
Anchored by the transformation of the existing Colborne Building into ‘Soho Artplace’, an 

artist studio and gallery, the adjacent plaza will become a vibrant urban market where art, 
culture and agriculture come together in a spectacular fashion. 

Activating the space even further will be the 700-square metre addition to the third floor of 
the Colborne building which will extend outward over the plaza and release a light rainfall 
over the reflecting pool below. Throughout the seasons this pool will spur activities and 
interaction, enticing people to play in the summer and skate in the winter. 

The plaza along Colborne Street will feature canopy structures to shelter farmers’ markets 
and outdoor fairs, and will be anchored at the southern end by a large ‘Butterfly Wing 
Canopy’ which will mark an open space for events such as musical performances and 
outdoor movie screenings. At the intersection of the plaza and the river bank, the plaza 
is transformed into a cantilevered boardwalk that frames a view down toward the river, 
connecting the two spaces visually and physically via a grand staircase. 

Similar to the grove of White Pines at the Forks, the columns of the new architectural 
elements allude to a forest, creating a grove of vertical elements that act to draw people into 
the space, and in this way, adopt an ideally poetic device for wayfinding. Together with an 
iconic open air pavilion on the Riverlook deck, the strong vertical elements frame views of 
the river and draw residents and visitors to the river’s edge. 

INAUGURAL PROJECT: SOHO NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Colborne Commons
Riverlook 
Market Pavilions
Heritage Restoration & Reuse 
Soho Artplace
Water Feature
Open Air Pavilion
East-West Promenade
Antlered Bridge
River Run Trail

Lookouts
Entrance Plazas
Commercial Development
Mixed Use Development
Tulip Tree Allee
South Street Promenade
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Granite Cobble Paving
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COLBORNE COMMONS & RIVERLOOK. Showing Complete 
Inaugural Project at Soho.
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RIVERLOOK

Projecting over the Thames, the lookout at Soho 
creates an entirely new way to access and interact 
with the river from the neighbourhood. With a 
grand staircase leading down to the water’s edge and 
an antlered pedestrian bridge across the river, this 
space will serve as both a destination and a point of 
departure for those traveling the Thames River trails.
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DESIGN SEQUENCING
PHASE 01/02

• Inaugural Project at the Forks
• Dundas Place Demonstration
• Harris Park: Connections & Edges
• Inaugural Project in Soho

PHASE 1:
Year 0 to 2 

Phase 1 of the project focuses on the implementation of the Inaugural Project at the Forks 
and provides the foundation for all future phases. This begins with the closure of Kensington 
Bridge to vehicle traffic and the conversion of Queens Avenue to two-way traffic. Once the 
bridge has been closed, the section of Riverside Drive leading to the bridge from the west, 
and the section of Dundas Street from the Bridge to Ridout Street North is demolished to 
make way for the new landscape.  

Following the decommissioning of the bridge and roadway, Kensington Bridge is converted 
into one of the most unique urban beaches in the world, cantilevered over the Thames 
River below. In this first phase, new shade structures are added to the trusses of the bridge 
and additions to the bridge deck are made on the southern and northern sides in order 
accommodate both the beach and boardwalk. 

The beach is anchored on each end by pine groves, reminiscent of the landscape which 
would have existed in this region when Simcoe established Dundas Street as the main East-
West roadway of Upper Canada.

PHASE 2: 
Years 3 to 10

Phase 2 builds off of the Inaugural Project at the Forks and extends its influence into Harris 
Park to the north, up Dundas Street to the east and to York Street in the south. Boardwalks 
are constructed early on in this phase, extending along a reconstructed and naturalized 
Harris Park shoreline and through Ivey Park. At the same time, a lookout is constructed at 
the foot of Fullarton Street, and a new sunning park is added to the top of the dyke wall west 
of Harris Park. This new sunning park incorporates the same shade structures that are found 
on the Kensington Sand Bridge.

Throughout Phase 2, the Thames River shoreline between Blackfriars Bridge and York Street 
undergoes a number of enhancements, with slopes planted with native species and naturally 
stabilized, and river islands and braided channels created. These braided channels support 
a more diverse habitat and spawning grounds, while actively cleansing the water that flows 
through them.

Dundas Street is converted to a pedestrian-only thoroughfare between Ridout Street North 
and Talbot Street, forming the backbone of a new green and blue corridor between the 
Thames and the downtown core.

DESIGN SEQUENCING
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PHASE 03

• Extend Trails and Boardwalks
• Soho Braided Edge
• Lookouts & Pavilions
• Complete Dundas Place

PHASE 04

• Complete Thames River Corridor 
Rehabilitation

• Land Acquisition for Supporting Projects
• Complete Urban Stormwater Network

Phase 2 is also when the Soho inaugural project is built. This project builds off of the 
vocabulary and strategies established at the Forks, and serves as both a destination and a 
starting point for those travelling along a revitalized and connected Thames River trail 
network.

PHASE 3:
Years 11 to 20

Phase 3 focuses on supporting and connective projects which bring the whole of g-Radiant 
City together. One of the first projects in this phase extends the boardwalk in Soho from 
the Inaugural Project site westward to a cantilevered lookout in Richard B. Harrison Park. 
Another adds new pedestrian bridges which branch off from Queens Avenue Bridge and 
complete the public realm connection between the sunning decks and Harris Park. 
Additional Phase 3 projects include the construction of lookouts at Maitland and Waterloo 
Streets in Soho, as well as the extension of the boardwalk system from York Street into 
Thames Park to the south. 

The beginning of this phase marks the starting point for the full conversion of Dundas Street 
into a pedestrian thoroughfare between Talbot and Wellington Streets, which completes the 

connection between downtown London and the river. 

During this phase, it is envisioned that the full buildout of the former hospital lands in Soho 
takes place, with the construction of a Low Impact Development that is intimately related to 
the green and blue natural systems of the Thames.

PHASE 4:
Year 20 +

Phase 4 incorporates a number of projects designed to support g-Radiant City. These 
include: shoreline and habitat improvements along the Thames River corridor between 
Harris Park and Soho and beyond, the acquisition of properties to accommodate floodable 
park space, additional access points into Harris Park, and the reconstruction and widening of 
the Thames Street railway underpass. 
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FEATURE COLOURS

Riparian Wetland
Eutrochium, Elymus riparius , Scirpus cyperius

Mineral Swamp Thicket
Cephalanthus occidentalis, Cornus stolonifera, Fillipendula ulmaria

Floodplain Forest
Celtis occidentalis, Impatiens capensis, Platanus occidentalis

Terrestrial Upland
Acer saccharum, Andropogon gerardi, Asclepias tuberosa

Rain Gardens & Swales
Achillea millefolium, Bidens cernua, Lindera benzoin

Urban Forest
Acer nigrum, Cornus florida, Quercus muehlenbergii

Pine Forest
Pinus strobus, Pinus banksiana

Urban Beach
Cornus stolonifera, Deschampsia cespitosa

PHASE 01 PHASE 02
IN

AU
GU

RA
L 

PR
OJ

EC
T

IN
AU

GU
RA

L 
PR

OJ
EC

T

PHASE 03
10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10

+ Kensington Bridge Closes to Vehicles

+ Queens Ave. Becomes 2 Way Traffic

+ Dundas St. Painted From Riverside Dr. to Kensington Bridge and Removed from the Bridge to the Museum Driveway

+ Boardwalks Extended Through Harris Park in the North and to York Street in the South

+ Harris Park River Edge Reconstructed and Naturalized

+ New River Channel Carved Along Eastern Edge of Harris Park

+ Construction of Amphitheatre and Dufferin Ave. Lookout

+ Aging Dyke Wall Replaced with Vegetated Bank Stabilization

+ Construction of Fullarton Street Lookout 

+ Construction of Soho Inaugural Project

+ Buildout of Raingardens and Swales Throughout Downtown Core

+ Construction of Belvedere on the Dyke 

+ Dundas Street Converted to Pedestrian-Cyclist Only Space Between Ridout St. N. and Talbot St.

+ Habitat and Shoreline Enhancements Along Thames River Between York Street and Backfriars Bridge

+ Addition Added to South Side of Kensington Bridge + Addition Added to North Side of Kensington Bridge

+ Shade Structures Added to Bridge Trusses    

+ Kensington Bridge Deck Converted to Urban Beach

+ Boardwalk Built from Beach to New Plaza

+ Drivable Turf Access to Harris Park

+ Add Boardwalk from Beach to Ridout Plaza

+ Planting of Pine Forest
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FEATURE COLOURS

PHASE 03 PHASE 04
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

+ Boardwalks Extended Through Harris Park in the North and to York Street in the South

+ Harris Park River Edge Reconstructed and Naturalized

+ New River Channel Carved Along Eastern Edge of Harris Park

+ Construction of Amphitheatre and Dufferin Ave. Lookout

+ Aging Dyke Wall Replaced with Vegetated Bank Stabilization

+ Construction of Fullarton Street Lookout 

+ Construction of Queens Ave. Bridge Extensions / Pedestrian-Cyclist Branches into Harris Park

+ Extension of Boardwalk from Soho Inaugural Project to Richard B. Harrison Park

+ Boardwalk Extended from York Street to Thames Park in the South

+ Full Conversion of Dundas Street into a Pedestrian-Cyclist Only Street West of Wellington St.

+ Thames River Aquatic Habitat Improvements and Naturalized Shoreline Stabilization

+ Acquisition of Land Necessary for Full Plan Buildout

+ Construction of Albert and Kent Street Lookouts into Harris Park

+ Reconstruction and Widening of Thames St. Railway Underpass

+ Conversion of Dufferin Gate into Harris Park into Drivable Turf Entrance

+ Buildout of Former Hospital Site with Low Impact Development

+ New River Channel Carved Through Wellington Valley Park

+ Construction of Lookouts at Maitland and Waterloo Streets and Along the SOHO Boardwalk 

+ Construction of Soho Inaugural Project

+ Buildout of Raingardens and Swales Throughout Downtown Core

+ Construction of Belvedere on the Dyke 

+ Dundas Street Converted to Pedestrian-Cyclist Only Space Between Ridout St. N. and Talbot St.

+ Habitat and Shoreline Enhancements Along Thames River Between York Street and Backfriars Bridge
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CAPITAL COSTS & BUDGET

LONG TERM PROJECTS

01 THE FORKS 02 NORTH BRANCH 03 SOUTH BRANCH
Harris Park Re-Design SOHO Inaugural Project

Park Upgrades & Harris Park Road Removal $2,070,525 Streetscape & Plaza $4,371,314
Albert St. Pedestrian Entrance & Lookout $441,000 Reflecting Pool $1,108,259

Fullarton St. Pedestrian Entrance & Lookout $340,200 Market Structures $360,000
Kent St. Pedestrian Entrance & Lookout $367,500 4-Corners Canopy $540,000

River’s Edge Stabilization & Habitat Creation $651,000 Wood Decking $3,424,490
SOHO Canopy $1,650,000
SOHO Plaza Lookout $720.000
Renovation of Colborne Building Into Artist Studios
Addition to Colborne Building

$6,075,000
$2,800,000

Dufferin Ave. Lookout & Park Entrance

River’s Edge Park & Boardwalk $1,451,262
Lookout $697,200

Pedestrian Bridge Over Thames River $2,072,000
Pavilions $495,000

Maitland St. Lookout, Boardwalk & Landscape $2,336,169
Amphitheatre $1,532,400

Richard B. Harrison Park Upgrades $903,889River’s Edge Stabilization & Habitat Creation $3,343,500
River’s Edge Stabilization & Habitat Creation $13,078,500

$9,938,325
$40,890,883

Dundas St. Closure to Wellington Demonstration $458,320
Dundas St. Re-Generation & Pedestrianization $7,995,150
Queens Ave. Storm Park $3,865,000
Thames St. Pedestrian Corridor $3,801,100
Ivey Park Re-Generation $1,857,360
Belvedere on the Dyke Wall $425,200
Queens Ave. Bridge Improvements & Additions
River’s Edge Stabilization & Habitat Creation

$7,299,850
$2,581,500

Sub total

04 DUNDAS LANDING (RECOMMENDED UPGRADES)

Sub total

Sub total $30,140,840

Sub total

04 RIVERSIDE LANDING (RECOMMENDED UPGRADES)
Remove Riverside Drive Roadway & Sidewalk to Accommodate Boardwalk $58,249
Final Planting of Pine Grove (Trees & Understory) $32,820

Final Planting (Plant Material & Sod)
Final Planting (Bed Preparation)

$10,000
$4,000

New Concrete Plank Boardwalk $180,649

Site Services
Lighting

$50,000
$138,000

$473,718

Construction of Ridout St. Plaza
Plaza Paving
Silvacells & Trees $360,000

$325,000

$685,000Sub total
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INAUGURAL PROJECT AT THE FORKS

Opportunities for Donor Support

Inaugural Projects Minus Donor Items

20 + Year Total Plan Cost Estimate

$2,245,815

$4,116,819Total

Total 86,245,585

$223,919

$30,140,840

$1,453,022

$9,938,325

$2,729,878

$40,890,883
$473,718 
$685,000

$4,116,819

$1,955,815

KENSINGTON BRIDGE
Remove Asphalt & Sidewalks from Bridge $23,075
New Concrete Bridge Deck $153,832

Bridge Extension on South Side (Structure & Deck)
Stainless Steel Guard on South Side of Bridge

$275,000
Remove Existing Railing on South Side $10,000

Sand Beach

$1,590,000
$110,000

Shade Structures
$53,200

Planting (Plant Material & Bed Preparation)
Custom Benches 

$300,000 *

*
*
*
*

*

$2,729,878
Lighting (Canopy & Bridge Trusses)
Lighting (Fog Lighting of Bridge Underside)

Clean & Paint Bridge

$16,771
$40,000

$74,000
$84,000

KENSINGTON BRIDGE +
Remove Existing Railing on North Side

Shade Structures

Potential Donor Item

$10,000

$300,000

Bridge Extension on North Side (Structure & Deck)
Stainless Steel Guard on North Side of Bridge

Lighting of Shade Structures

$1,517,815
$110,000

$18,000

$1,955,815

$6,362,634

$4,406,819

Riverside Landing Total

The Forks Total

Dundas Landing Total

North Branch Total

Kensington Bridge Total

South Branch Total
Riverside Landing Recommended Upgrades
Dundas Landing Recommended Upgrades
Full Buildout of Inaugural Project Minus Donor Items

Kensington Bridge “+” Total
Inaugural and Inaugural + Projects

RIVERSIDE LANDING INAUGURAL PROJECT COST SUMMARY

TOTAL PROJECT COST ESTIMATE

Riverside Drive Bridge Approach Closure (Curb & Planters) $13,700

Initial Planting of Pine Grove (Trees & Understory)
$40,521Paint New Riverside Landing

$124,400
Planting (Bed Preparation)
Planting (Plant Material; Turf)
Signage & Wayfinding
Site Furnishings (Bike Racks, Benches, Refuse Containers)

$7,123
$10,128

$5,000
$23,000

$223,919Sub total

Sub total

Sub total

04 DUNDAS LANDING (RECOMMENDED UPGRADES)

Sub total

Sub total
Inaugural Project

Inaugural +

DUNDAS LANDING
Close Harris Park Gate Road West of Museum Driveway $22,800
Close Dundas St. West of Museum Driveway $27,000

Remove Dundas St. & Harris Park Gate West of Museum Driveway $159,181
Painting of Closed Dundas St. Road Surface East of Museum Driveway $16,400

Remove Thames Valley Parkway from Bridge to Harris Park

Planting of Pine Grove (Trees, Understory & Preparation)

$15,000
Remove Upper Stone Retaining Wall Along Thames Valley Parkway $60,000

$232,456

Remove Concrete Plaza Space In Front of First Hussar’s Museum

Concrete Plank Boardwalks

$10,000
Thames River Edge Restoration

New Wall Along Sewer Outfall

Site Furnishings
Lighting & Site Services

Drivable Turf (Service Road) Along Previous Harris Park Gate

Signage & Wayfinding

$67,200

$387,800
$7,500

$67,760
$250,000

$144,225

$10,000

$1,453,022Sub total

04 RIVERSIDE LANDING (RECOMMENDED UPGRADES)




